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Were Dan and Déirdre off licking their wounds? 

No chance of five portions a day from the Greens during the week. They were conspicuous by their absence from the Dáil (not unusual) and Seanad.

Trevor Sargent wandered in a few times to the lower house and TDs made it in for votes, but Senators in the upper chamber wondered what happened to Dan Boyle and Déirdre de Búrca, who didn’t show for any votes or the daily Order of Business. As a result, the Government majorities were tight.

Perhaps Dan and Déirdre, both failed candidates in the European elections, were too distressed and exhausted after their efforts. Déirdre was said to be on holiday abroad. But there were sightings of Dan, who is party chairman, leading to rumours that he was engaged in renegotiating the Greens’ price for staying in coalition.

On Thursday morning, Fine Gael’s Eugene Regan said the Greens were “operating an empty chair policy”. He wondered if it was simply about getting a Seanad seat “or is it more fundamental about whether the Green Party is supporting the Government, be it on the Lisbon referendum, the next budget or whatever legislation will be forthcoming over the remainder of this period”.

Dan duly arrived in the afternoon.
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